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INTRODUCTION
A little about me, Alex Roldan, a specialist wildlife photographic guide and avid
ethologist with a keen passion for conservation and the natural world.
I lead wildlife journeys and photographic safaris to spectacular locations around
the globe. These experiences are designed to immerse and expose you to the
wondrous yet fragile balance of the natural world around us, whilst inspiring and
mentoring you to capture your own images.
These wildlife journeys are not just for seasoned photographers. They are mainly
about providing you with the best possible experience with every detail taken
into consideration, with an experienced, professional guide on hand at every
step of the way to make sure you get the most out of your time. Whether you are
a beginner or a dedicated creative looking to build upon your portfolio everyone is welcome and all skill levels catered for.
I have been fortunate to have trained, studied, qualified and worked as a Professional Field Guide and Ranger in
various game reserves around South Africa - including the world renowned Sabi Sands. And I have privately
guided guests too many different locations.
One of my main goals as a specialist guide and wildlife photographer is to highlight the plight of what remains of
the natural world around us. Using my passion and understanding, I aim to show more than just a fleeting
moment with my photography, but to also tell a story, bringing the image alive and giving it greater depth.
I look forward to sharing my passion for the natural world and photography with you.
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HIGHLIGHTS & ITINERARY
Below is a brief overview and itinerary of your extraordinary journey to East Africa. A comprehensive journey description
can be found below along with a full list of inclusions and exclusions. Every detail has been considered so all you need to do
is relax and enjoy your experience.

Your journey highlights at a glance
16 day journey through the breathtaking and inspiring countries of Uganda and Kenya.
Hosted by Alex Roldan, a specialist wildlife photographic guide.
Small intimate group of no more than four guests to ensure more personal attention. Privately guided options are
available on request.
Two Mountain Gorilla treks in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest - your permits are inclusive.
Two Chimpanzee treks - your permits are inclusive.
Rhino tracking and elephant orphanage experiences.
Witnessing one of the most breathtaking waterfalls in all of Eastern Africa.
Upmarket accommodation in both Murchison Falls and Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, National Parks, Uganda.
Five nights safari in an intimate, luxury camp situated in the privacy of the Mara North Conservancy, Kenya.
Private 4x4 safari game drives.
All in country air and private ground transfers inclusive.

Day one: Arrive in Entebbe, Uganda and overnight
at No. 5 Boutique Hotel, Entebbe.

Day two: Depart Entebbe; travel north by road
towards Murchison Falls National Park. Rhino
experience at Ziwa Rhino Project. Overnight at
Bakers Lodge, Murchison Falls.

Day three: Safari game drives within Murchison Falls

Day nine: Depart Bwindi - air transfer to Entebbe,
Uganda. International flight from Entebbe, Uganda to
Nairobi, Kenya. Overnight at Tamarind Tree Hotel,
Nairobi, Kenya.

Day ten: Visit to Dr. David Sheldrake Elephant
Orphanage in Nairobi, followed by lunch at Karen
Blixen Coffee Garden. Dinner at Carnivore restaurant,

National Park. Boat cruise on Victoria Nile to

Nairobi. Overnight at Tamarind Tree Hotel, Nairobi.

Murchison Falls waterfall. Overnight at Bakers
Lodge, Murchison Falls.

Day eleven: Air transfer to Maasai Mara, Kenya.

Day four/five: Chimpanzee tracking experience.
Safari game drives within Murchison Falls.
Overnight at Bakers Lodge, Murchison Falls.

Day six: Depart Murchison Falls; air transfer to Kihili
Airstrip, Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. Overnight at
Buhoma Forest Lodge, Bwindi.

Day seven: Mountain Gorilla trek (first of two).
Depending on arrival back from the gorilla trekking,
we can visit the ‘Ride 4 A Woman’ project in Bwindi
Village. Overnight at Buhoma Forest Lodge, Bwindi.

Day eight: Mountain Gorilla trek (second of two).
Overnight at Buhoma Forest Lodge, Bwindi.

Afternoon safari game drive. Overnight at Alex
Walker Serian Original Safari Camp.

Day twelve - fifteen: Safari game drives, bush walks
and Maasai Cultural visit. A hot-air balloon trip (cost
not included) can be scheduled for one of the
mornings, in place of a safari game drive. Overnights
at Alex Walker Serian Original Safari Camp.

Day sixteen: Depart Maasai Mara - air transfer to
Nairobi, Kenya.
You may wish to extend your journey onwards from
here which I would be pleased to assist you in
arranging.

Alex Roldan Photography Ltd - East Africa Experience

EAST AFRICA EXPERIENCE - THE JOURNEY
Your 16 day journey to discover the extraordinary marvels of East Africa begins right here. You will be hosted
and escorted on this journey by myself, Alex Roldan, a qualified field guide and specialist wildlife photographic
guide.
This is a fantastic opportunity to see and experience some of Africa’s most iconic species in their natural
environment. From rhino, elephants, giraffe, hippo, lions, leopards, cheetah to chimpanzees and mountain
gorillas - this journey will give you a superb chance to see them all in wondrous, inspiring surroundings. But
more importantly, in their natural habitats.
Your journey starts in Uganda, known as the ‘Pearl of Africa’ - with a
spectacular route which takes in breathtaking scenery, marvellously colourful
culture and resplendent wildlife all in astounding surroundings. Travelling
north by road from Entebbe, in your own private vehicle, towards the
resplendent Murchison Falls you will have your first wildlife encounter by
visiting the Ziwa Rhino Project, where you will track and see rhino, learning
about the conservation of this critically endangered species.
Continuing north to Murchison Falls National Park, which is bisected by the
Victoria Nile, the area is famous for having one of the most spectacular waterfalls
in Eastern Africa. The next three nights will be spent in splendid upmarket
accommodation on the river bank with days filled exploring the magnificence of
the park. Taking safari drives to track and locate huge herds of elephants, buffalo
and giraffe all whilst keeping your eyes peeled for big cats such as lion and
leopard.
A boat cruise on the Victoria Nile will take you to the famous Murchison Falls,
where the powerful water of the Nile is forced through a narrow seven metre
gorge before plummeting over 140 feet with a thunderous roar into the ‘Devil’s
Cauldron’ - with the residual water sprays forming beautiful rainbows. And
should you wish for another perspective, you can hike to the top of the falls to
experience the immense power in all its glory.
This region is also where you will undertake your first and second primate
tracking experiences. Lead by highly-trained Rangers and Guides, you will head
into the forest to locate one of mans’ closest living relatives, the Chimpanzee. Keep an eye out for the
plethora of other primates and beautifully coloured birds that also call the area home. This is a potentially
strenuous activity so a degree of fitness is required. But the hike will be well worth the efforts as you come
face to with a family of Chimpanzees. You will certainly be moved as you gaze into the features of a
creature which is so different from ourselves yet shares a remarkably strange familiarity.
After your fourth and final night in Murchison Falls, you will be flown across Uganda to your next
destination - Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, home of the critically endangered and noble Mountain Gorilla.
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The next three nights will be spent in comfortable tree house cabins with
spectacular views over the forest with early morning and late afternoon mists
caressing the canopy. This is truly a ‘Gorillas in the Mist’ setting.

The next two mornings, after being roused with a wake up call, a
warming cup of coffee and delicious breakfast, you will head out in
search of Mountain Gorillas. Gorilla trekking in Uganda is probably
one of the most rewarding and intimate wildlife experiences you can
have – many people have described it as life-changing. Imagine
coming face-to-face and spending time in the company of such a
noble species which displays a high-level of intelligence and
emotion… Very few experiences will compare or prepare you.
Guided by local Rangers and Trackers we will make our way through Bwindi Forest, looking for
signs of the gorillas. Perhaps we will be fortunate enough to see an entire family group;
youngsters with their mothers and of course the indomitable Silverback.
There is no denying that sitting amongst wild gorillas with their searching,
intelligent eyes in a face that almost reflects our own is a powerful experience.
This part of the trip will involve trekking and hiking through potentially difficult
terrain but it will certainly be worthwhile as it will give you a great chance of
having a life-changing experience with this astounding, yet critically
endangered species. However, don’t be deterred, local porters are on hand to
assist you if needed.
In Bwindi village you also have the opportunity to head out on other excursions
such as a cultural tour, or if you’re a keen bird enthusiast, there is a plethora of
endemic species to be seen.
One excursion, which is worth paying a visit to is ‘Ride 4 a Woman’ - a local NGO
which economically and socially empowers local women in the closest
communities surrounding Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park. This is only
a short walk away from our accommodation and is a very safe and superb
opportunity to interact with the local community.
After your third night in Bwindi, and after breakfast, we travel by air back to
Entebbe to catch a connecting flight to Nairobi, Kenya for the second part of this
East Africa Experience in the world-renowned Maasai Mara Game Reserve.
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Kenya has been described as the ‘cradle of humanity’ and has become synonymous
with the word ‘Safari’. Taking its name from the Kamba word for Mt. Kenya,
Kinyaa, means ‘ostrich’ and refers to the mountain’s black and white snow-capped
peaks – which are similar in colour to a male ostrich. The early British colonists
took the Kamba word, Kinyaa, and that’s how Kenya got its name.

The next two nights will be spent in Nairobi, allowing you to restock on any
personal items which may be required and also paying a visit to the Dr. David
Sheldrake Elephant Orphanage, located in one of the peaceful, leafy suburbs of
the city. This will be your opportunity to learn all about the important
conservation and rescue work carried out by the foundation… as well as being
an excellent excuse to see and interact with some of the orphanage’s resident
baby elephants!
At the break of the third morning in Nairobi, and after breakfast, we depart for
the Maasai Mara for a truly wonderful African safari experience.
Kenya has a vast ethnic diversity and cultural vibrancy. This journey will take you
into the heartlands of the world-famous Maasai Mara, which is a northern
extension of the Serengeti, and is named after the scarlet-cloaked, Maasai
people – the great cattlemen of Africa. With its lush open plains, awe-inspiring
mountain ranges and impossibly beautiful weather, Kenya and the Mara will
certainly inspire your mind and stir your soul.
Nature looms large in Kenya and our iconic journey will take us into the Maasai
Mara’s Northern Conservancy. The next five nights will be spent in luxury safari
tented accommodation for an authentic safari experience. With each morning
beginning with a rousing mug of hot coffee and biscuits before heading out
into the vast wilds of the Maasai Mara in search of the magnificent wildlife which
call the area home.
The traditional, yet sumptuous safari camp you will be staying in has been
carefully selected to give you an immersive experience of the African
wilderness. As well as safari game drives, you will experience bush walks – one
of the best ways to experience Africa - and cultural experiences with the local
Maasai tribes.
And to make this part of your journey even more resplendent, why not book an
early morning hot-air balloon ride to attain a marvellous bird’s eye view over the
awe-inspiring expanse of the Maasai Mara. After waking from the fifth night and
enjoying breakfast, a flight will be ready to transport you to Wilson Airport,
Nairobi. From here your journey may end, or you may wish to extend further.
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After witnessing powerful waterfalls, trekking in search of Mountain Gorillas and going in search of the
myriad of predators and prey species of the Maasai Mara; you may want to extend your journey by a few
days and unwind. There are a plethora of opportunities and destinations within Southern and Eastern Africa
which could provide the perfect culmination to your journey.
Cape Town in South Africa offers a cosmopolitan, European atmosphere with the area famous for its wineries
and art. Victoria Falls, in Zimbabwe has a relaxed atmosphere and of course is home to world famous
waterfalls. Or, there’s a perfect island getaway only a short hop from Nairobi, Kenya. Mfangano Island is a
luxury island hideaway on the shores of Lake Victoria. An oasis of tranquility, lapped by the waters of Lake
Victoria and shaded by giant fig trees… this is your opportunity to do as much or as little as you desire.
Activities on the island include a guided cultural visit to the local village and school, exploring hidden caves
decorated with prehistoric rock art, bird viewing, cycling around the island or fishing excursions to catch
local Perch. Or you may just wish to sit back, relax, enjoy a cocktail or two and reflect on the amazing journey
you have just experienced.
Whatever your preference is, it will be my pleasure to advise and assist making the necessary arrangements
to make your journey a truly memorable experience.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Not only will I be on-hand to make sure all aspects of your journey run seamlessly
but I will also be there to assist you in capturing the best possible photos during
your trip, no matter your level of photography experience.
Whilst on this phenomenal journey, I will help you get the most out of your camera,
offering unobtrusive, in-field photography mentorship, making sure you capture the
best possible images. Assisting you with camera settings, composition, explanation in to species behaviour and
encouraging you to try new techniques - all in aide of helping you to capture more thought provoking images.
If you’d simply rather enjoy the wildlife and only take the occasional iPhone photo, I will be more than happy to
supply you with a set of images of your journey. These can include not only the wildlife you’ve encountered but also
of you on your safari.
Following excursions and activities, I will host photo review sessions and post production editing discussions.
Without becoming too technical, these sessions are designed to help you edit your images and give you a well
rounded set of photos and amazing memories to inspire and take home with you.
All these are a great opportunity to make the most of having a specialist wildlife and photography guide
accompanying you on your East Africa Experience.
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ACCOMMODATION & FACILITIES
All accommodation and facilities during this journey have been carefully selected to ensure you have
the most enjoyable and relaxing of experiences.

Hotel No. 5 - Entebbe, Uganda
A stylish boutique hotel nestled in the leafy suburbs of Entebbe and
ideally located ten minutes from Entebbe International Airport. Its
peaceful grounds offer an escape from the buzz and activity of the city.
Attention to detail and an attentive guest experience are synonymous
with Hotel No. 5, making it the perfect start to your East Africa
Experience.
Unwind by the pool, pamper yourself with a spa treatment or relax at
the cocktail bar and enjoy one of the most flavoursome dining
experiences in Entebbe.

Baker’s Lodge - Murchison Falls, Uganda
Deriving its name from the historic English explorer Samuel Baker;
Baker’s Lodge is situated on the south bank of the mighty Nile River
which transects Murchison Falls National Park. This intimate, safari
styled lodge is set within a large private area with direct river access,
with large shady trees and wetland areas hosting abundant birdlife
along the water’s edge. The views onto the river are vast and
magnificent with islands hosting nesting egret birds, elephants
bathing and pods of hippos regularly viewed.
Each of the individual thatched safari suites is raised from the
ground with its very own deck overlooking the river. Great care has
been taken to ensure that each suite has privacy as well as excellent
views either up or down stream. These large airy facilities are fan
cooled, have netted windows with opening options, custom-built
solid wooden furniture and hanging mosquito nets. There are open
plan bathrooms with solar hot water showers and baths, with a river
view in some units. Solar lighting completes the facilities for this ecofriendly top quality establishment.
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ACCOMMODATION & FACILITIES
All accommodation and facilities during this journey have been carefully selected to ensure you have
the most enjoyable and relaxing of experiences.
Buhoma Lodge - Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Uganda
Buhoma Lodge is a top-quality, intimate property which
commands spectacular views over Bwindi Impenetrable Forest
National Park, home of the critically endangered Mountain
Gorilla.
One of only two lodges situated within the National Park, it
enjoys an elevated lounge area, complete with bar, dining
facilities and a well-stocked curio shop.
Bwindi Village is only a short walk away allowing you to
experience the colourful culture of the very friendly local
community.
This is a superb and comfortable place to stay and discuss the
day’s activities around a fireplace which adds atmosphere and
warmth to cool, refreshing evenings. There’s even an on-site
spa so you can unwind with a complimentary massage after
your gorilla trekking.

Tamarind Tree Hotel - Nairobi, Kenya
This stylish, comfortable, safe and modern hotel is conveniently
located in the south west area of Nairobi. It boasts outstanding
leisure amenities, a relaxing swimming pool and exceptional service.
The hotel has an informal yet elegant ambience, with amenities
including a coﬀee shop, main dining and bar area. It is also close to
the world-famous Carnivore restaurant, where you can enjoy a
plethora of exotic meats.
This superb location ensures easy access to all parts of the city, with
world class shopping malls and restaurants nearby.
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ACCOMMODATION & FACILITIES
All accommodation and facilities during this journey have been carefully selected to ensure you have
the most enjoyable and relaxing of experiences.
Alex Walker Serian The Original Camp - Maasai Mara, Kenya
This intimate, traditional safari camp is situated in the 34,000 hectare Mara
North Conservancy (MNC). The area is teeming with wildlife and enjoys
spectacular viewing all year round and yet is far enough away from other
camps and lodges to maintain a private ambience.
The MNC is only open to member camps and has a strict policy on game
viewing etiquette. For these reasons, guests enjoy a wholly exclusive safari
experience which is becoming more difficult to find.
Serian consists of five vast marquees perched on beautiful hardwood
decking. Each is unique in its own way, but all are finished and furnished in
elegant simplicity, complimented by little personal touches to make it feel
like home.
Beautiful bush bathrooms offer views over the river valley as you soak in
your enormous tub whilst you sip on a glass of wine. Airy and spacious,
they include a shower, twin basins and a flushing toilet.
The thatched mess area boasts a simply stunning view over the Mara River
and Siria escarpment, and is the perfect spot to enjoy a sundowner and
share stories of the dwindling day around the fireside as an ocean of stars
takes over the night sky.
Because the camp is situated in the private MNC, this allows us opportunity
for activities prohibited in the main national reserve areas. Including; night
drives to go in search of active predators and nocturnal species, as well as
experiencing Africa on foot by going on escorted bush walks during the
day with Maasai guides and guards.
So many destinations now offer WiFi access, but not here, after all you’d be
short-changing yourself on an opportunity to truly immerse yourself
somewhere this beautiful. After your phenomenal journey, this is the
perfect opportunity to let the marvels of your experiences sink in.
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HOW TO BOOK
Booking your trip couldn’t be easier. Assistance will be given every step of the way to ensure everything goes smoothly.
The cost of this exceptional and extraordinary East Africa Experience will be dependant on the time of year you wish to travel.
This is due to seasonal cost factors from in-country partners and facilitators.
Simply get in touch, let me know when you wish to travel and how many people are in your party and I will send a
comprehensive, clear cost with no hidden extras. Full terms and conditions will be supplied at the time of securing your
booking.
Contact me at either:
Email: alex@creativearthexp.com
Tel/Mobile: +44 (0) 7837 924 267
I look forward to sharing my passion for the natural world with you.
Inclusions
16 day East Africa experience taking you across Uganda and then Kenya.
12x nights full board accommodation (5x nights inclusive of drinks at Alex Walker Serian Original Safari Camp).
3x nights bed and breakfast accommodation (1x night Entebbe, 2x nights Nairobi).
2x gorilla trekking permits per person.
2x chimpanzee trekking permits per person.
All safari game drives and experiences in Uganda and Kenya (excluding hot-air balloon ride) and Murchison Falls boat cruise.
All National Park fees and conservation levies.
Rhino sanctuary tracking experience in Uganda.
Elephant orphanage experience in Nairobi, Kenya (lunch is not included).
Internal connection flights in both Uganda and Kenya - including the inclusion of a freight seat to allow for a nominal baggage
allowance. (note: International flight from Uganda to Kenya is not included - however, assistance will be provided when booking
this).
All internal ground transfers in private vehicles.
Flying Doctor cover whilst in the Maasai Mara - personal/travel insurance is still recommended.
Laundry facilities at Baker’s Lodge, Buhoma Lodge and Alex Walker Serian Safari Camp.
Photography - in-field photography mentorship. Group photo review and post productions sessions designed to give you a wellrounded collection of images from your journey.

Exclusions
Cost does not include international flights and appropriate visa requirements.
Extra non-scheduled excursions. A hot air-ballon experience can be arranged during your stay in the Maasai Mara.
Personal costs.
Drinks - however, these are inclusive at Alex Walker Serian Safari camp (excluding premium spirits and champagne).
Tips and gratuities.
Personal, travel and equipment insurances.
Photographic and other equipment rental.

Disclaimer:
Scheduled itinerary and activities may be subject to change due to external factors beyond our control. Every effort will be made to
provide suitable alternatives wherever possible. We can assist with other activities such as culture and bird walks in Uganda,
horseback riding and hot-air ballon rides in Kenya. However, as stated these will not be included in the package price, unless
agreed by both parties.

